May 8, 2006
FOR IMMEDIATE NEWS RELEASE:
An open letter endorsed and signed by 120 Chinese professors / scientists who work mostly in Universities in USA, has been sent to Mr. Xu Guanghua, the minister of Science and Technology of PRC, Mr. Lu Yongxiang, the president of Chinese Academy of Sciences and other officials in China.  In the letter 114 signees have expressed their concerns on issues of integrity of scientific research in China. 

This letter addresses a burning situation that there are increased allegations against scientific misconduct in China, and the issue of research integrity is becoming a national debate in the news media and internet websites in China. 

The absence of formal mechanisms in China to deal with the allegations of scientific misconduct results in a confusing situation: there is neither consistent punishment for the guilty nor legitimate protection of the innocent. Such confusion damages not only the reputation of those involved in the allegation, but also the research environment in China and the trust of the international community in Chinese scientists.

In this open letter, 120 signees have made a number of suggestions for dealing with scientific misconduct in China. They hope that the letter will prompt institutions and governing bodies in China to take firm actions to establish a fair, open and formal system for dealing with allegations against scientific misconduct and other issues related to integrity of research. 

Please see below for the content of the open letter. 

For further information, please contact the letter coordinator: 

Xin-Yuan Fu, Ph. D. 

Professor

Department of Microbiology and Immunology

Walther Oncology Center

Indiana University School of Medicine

Indianapolis, IN 46202-5120

Phone:  317-274-2082, Fax:  317-274-4090

E-mail:  xfu@IUPUI.edu
http://www.iupui.edu/%7Emicro/fu.html







May 8, 2006
An open letter on research integrity in China

We are a group of scientists who are concerned with the allegations of scientific misconduct reported recently in China.  We would like to express our views on this important issue of research integrity. 

1. We are against any kind of scientific misconduct, and we strongly believe that all scientists should maintain high ethical standards. We encourage exposure of any scientific misconduct. However, to　substantiate a case of scientific misconduct, a legitimate due process of investigation must be followed. As an example, in the US, the Public Health Service (PHS) has issued specific guidelines concerning research misconduct: the investigation of an allegation of misconduct should initially be kept confidential, and be first handled by an internal committee of the institution involved. We believe that the principle of "innocent until proven guilty" should also be observed in the investigation of allegations of scientific misconduct.

2. If an allegation of scientific misconduct cannot be resolved at the institution level, a higher governing body, funding agencies, or professional societies may also be involved when necessary, and external committees of investigation can be convened until the issue is satisfactorily resolved. It is important that both the complainant and the respondent are legally protected and their identities are kept confidential during the investigation. The respondent who is alleged to have committed scientific misconduct has the responsibility to cooperate with the authorized investigators by presenting raw data and research records. A well-resolved case can set an example for future practice and for fostering a tradition of proper behavior for scientists. 

3. In order to properly handle allegations of scientific misconduct, to avoid any possible chaotic consequences, and to be fair to both parties involved in an alleged case of scientific misconduct, we recommend that institutions or governing bodies in China set up due procedures, mechanisms and a chain of authorized standing committees/offices composed of academic experts in the field for handling scientific misconduct. This includes establishing special committees of experts at the institutional level to promptly investigate any allegations raised in good faith. We suggest that the Ministry of Science and Technology, the Ministry of Education, the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the National Natural Science Foundation of China set up authoritative agencies at the national level to provide policies and mechanisms for investigation of allegations of scientific misconduct. 

4. We should make a distinction between scientific disputes/debates and allegations of scientific misconduct. We should cultivate/nurture a tradition of open and responsible scientific debate on important scientific issues. This open debate requires responsible comments. Real names in any open academic debate should be used to show this responsibility. We also encourage a whistle blower of scientific misconduct to reveal his/her true name if s/he chooses to adopt an open communication route and be responsible. Alternatively, in protection of the whistle blower, the agency that communicates the allegation to the public should assume the responsibility of such an action. We support freedom of expression by the public and by every individual. Both parties in a dispute have equal rights to question or rebut the other party’s arguments. Scientific questions and disagreements may be resolved by further experiments, preferably by scientists from other laboratories. We believe that establishing an honorable tradition of responsible open debate on important issues, where participants use their real names, is an important step toward building up an infrastructure conducive to scientific research in China. 

5. As an important measure to prevent scientific misconduct, we suggest that universities and research institutions in China establish necessary and required courses for students and researchers on research integrity, science ethics, and understanding the due procedures in handling of scientific misconduct. This is a necessary step in the establishment of a healthy environment for research in China. 

6. We understand and appreciate the public outcry against scientific misconduct.  The public has the right to know what scientists have done with public funds, and to question whether or not the science is properly conducted. However, we would also point out that questions concerning scientific misconduct may be highly specialized and technical, which should normally be investigated, judged and resolved by a committee of experts, and the resolutions should be made available to public. Attempts to influence public opinion, in the absence of proper investigation, by making personal attacks anonymously in public, or to spread rumors are not acceptable and should be discouraged.

The progress of science is dependent on integrity of researchers. It is the sincere hope of the undersigned that this open letter will prompt China to establish fair rules and official mechanisms to maintain and safeguard the integrity of scientific research in China.

Sincerely, 

(Name of signees and their affiliations are listed below. 

The records of confirmation of signing the letter by 120 signees are available upon request. Total 120 Scientists/Scholars have signed the open letter by May 7, 2006) 
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Department of Molecular Biology 

Princeton University 普林斯顿大学
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Chief of Breast Cancer Research

Dept of Radiation Oncology

Investigator

Feinstein Institute for Medical Research

North Shore LIJ Healthy System

Albert Einstein College of Medicine
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Ya-Ping Tang
Assistant Professor
Department of Psychiatry
The Committee on Neurobiology
The University of Chicago
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Fax: 515-294-2299

E-mail: kanwang@iastate.edu
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Los Angeles, CA 90095

Tel: 310 206-5197
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Homepage: http://www.bme.jhu.edu/~xwang
Jie Wu 吴杰
Associate Professor of Oncology 

Molecular Oncology Program, SRB-3 

H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and Research Institute 

12902 Magnolia Drive 

Tampa, FL 33612 

Phone: (813) 745-6713 

Fax:      (813) 745-3829 

Email:   wu@moffitt.usf.edu
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Weiming Xia 夏伟鸣
Assistant Professor

Center for Neurologic Diseases

Brigham and Women's Hospital

Harvard Medical School

Harvard Institute of Medicine, HIM 616
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The Univ. Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX 77030

Tel: 713-792-3636

Fax: 713-794-4830

Email: pathomas@mdanderson.org 
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http://www.med.unc.edu/~zhangyi/lab.htm

Zhuohua Zhang 张灼华
Burnham Institute for Medical Research
10901 N. Torrey Pines Road
La Jolla, CA 92037
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Fax:615-936-1872

Email: tao.zhong@vanderbilt.edu
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Yuan Zhuang

Associate Professor of Immunology

Duke University Medical Center

Durham, NC 27710

(919) 613-7822

Yuan Zhuang <yzhuang@duke.edu>
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